PRESS_GUIDANCE 22 Novomber 1958

The thirty-sovon contracting partios to tho Goneral Agroemont on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) ended thoir Thirtoonth Session at' Genove today with naw
decisions that international action 1s neoded to stimulato world tradc. The
conforence agroed on a programmo- of common action in threc key areas of intor-
national trade - tariff roduction, obstaclos to expansion of trade resulting
from national agricultural protoctive policies, and the export problems of
wder-developoed countries. Throo committecs have boon sot up to carry out
this programme and they will start work early in 1959, (See Communique issuo?
on 22 Novomber. ) ‘

During the Thirtoeenth Sossion it was agreod to hold two sessions a yoar
in futuroe, in viow of tho incroasing responsibilities undertakon by the
Contracting Parties, and to doal with urgont mattors betwoen sessions through
an interscssional committoec. ‘ ;

The confeorence agroed to discuss somc form of association between
Yugoslavia and the Contracting Parties to GATT, and also agreed to the pro-
visional participation of Switzerland and Cambodia in the General Agreément.

Tho Contracting Parties approved the approach rogarding the European
Economic Community which had beon developed at the meeting of the
Intersessional Committee in April-May 1958, with reference to the problems
inheront in the assoclation of overseas territories with the Buropean Cammon
Market. Gonerally, this approdach recognizos that the dotails of a number of
important features of the Treaty of Rome remain to be decided by the institu-
tions of the Community and that it is not possible at this time to oxamine the
torms of the Treéaty in relation to the relevant provisions of tho Geneoral
Agroemont. The Contracting Parties thorefore agrcoed, without projudice to
the legal questions which may arisoe, that consultations shall take place
between the Community and thoso contracting partios who believe that their
trade may be damaged, or threatencd with damago, as the rosult of specific
moasurcs decided on by the Community. Under tho gonoral consultative
provision of Article XXII, consultations worc begun at this Session on tho
problems of trade in coffes, toa, cocoa, tobacco, sugar and bananas which may
arise out of the dovelopment of the Comnmunity. These consultations will
continue.

The Contracting Partiecs agrood on procedures for the first series of
annual consultations which the roviscd provisions of the Agreemont requiro to
be hold with countrios maintaining import restrictions to conserve foreign
exchange. ‘These consultations will bo held noxt year with sixtoen of those
countries,

The Contracting Partiecs continued thoir discussion with tho Federal
Ropublic of Germany on dismantling its romaining import restrictions. During
the ourrent discussions tho Foderal Republiec announced the ond of rostrictions
on a variety of agricultural products, German restrictions on a number of
industrial prolucts will bo ramoved on 1 January 1959; most othors are
scheduled to be removed by 1 January 1960, Consultations, undor the torms of
Article XXII, betwoen the Federal Republic and countrics whose trade is affectod
by the Gorman import restrictions will bo undertaken in the near future.
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On the subjeot of adjustments in customs teriffs the Contracting Perties
agroed to allow Peru to maintain temporarily, as an omorgency measure, incroascs
in dutios which had boon the subject of GATT ooncessions. The Contracting
Parties established a Tariff Negotlations Cammittoe to stocer the various
ronegotiations on which Cuba expects soon to embark in connexion with its
curront tariff revision. The Session also approved the text of a Protocol
to cmbody the rosults of the tariff nogotiations conductod with Brazil, when
camploted. :

The rules of prosodure wore altercd so that the Chairman and two Vice-
Chairmon will servc for one year from tho close, not the start, of the session
at which thoy areo oclected.

The Contracting Partiecs decided to appoint a group of govornmental exports
to study and makc recommendations concerning restrictive business practicos in
international trade. The Contracting Parties will consider their report in
1960. ) v

As at provious sessions the Contracting Parties discussed problems
oncountorod in the disposal of agricultural surpluses, particularly the impact
of tho United States disposal programmes, and stresscd the neod for adequato
consultation proceduros,

The Contracting Parties roceived and examined reports on waivers of GATT
obligations granted at provious sessions, = They also dealt with a fow trade
probloms under the sonciliation procedures.

Tho Contracting Partios will hold their Fourteenth Session at Goneva,
oponing in May 1959, and their Fifteonth Sossion at Tokyo, opening on
26 October 1959,




